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Federal judge to be honored as Wenonah's
hometown hero
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Renee Bumb speaks during the swearing-in ceremony for Mary Beth Kramer at the Gloucester County Courthouse,
Wednesday, Aug. 12, 2015. Kramer was appointed to the Superior Court bench. (Stephanie Maksin | For NJ.com)
(Stephanie Maksin)
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Renee Bumb, a federal judge who has presided over thousands of cases, including
patent disputes that sometimes had hundreds of millions of dollars in economic
impact, will be honored as Wenonah's Hometown Legend during the town's Fourth of
July festivities.

The Wenonah Hometown Legend award recognizes a current or former resident who
"inspires legends, instills pride, and serves as a role model for the people of Wenonah,"
said Carl Hausman, who chairs the Hometown Legend selection committee.
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Judge Bumb, who was nominated by President George W. Bush in 2006 and confirmed
unanimously by the United States Senate, is a Judge of the United States District
Court for the District of New Jersey and serves in Camden.

"I love the law and feel that every decision results in an important difference in
people's lives," she says. "The job has an enormous amount of responsibility but also
a great sense of purpose and fulfillment."

Judge Bumb never set out to be a lawyer, she says. Her early years were spent on her
family's farm in Ohio. But when she joined a student exchange program to Peru, she
developed an interest in foreign services. As part of her studies, she became fluent in
Russian and Spanish, and eventually earned a master's degree in International
Relations from the University of Chicago.
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During an internship at the United Nations she took a job as a paralegal to pay the bills
and, she says, discovered what she says was her true calling. She graduated from
Rutgers School of Law with honors in 1987 and after serving a clerkship to a federal
judge, went into private practice. In 1991, she was appointed as an assistant United
States Attorney for the District of New Jersey, where, among other duties, she
prosecuted high-profile corruption cases.

But in 2006, she received a call that changed her life.

"| checked my office voicemail and there was a call from the White House asking if |
would be interested in a federal judgeship," Judge Bumb recalls. "l sent my resume,
was asked to come to Washington for a series of interviews, and before | knew it | was
sitting in my office in Camden watching my confirmation vote on CNN."

Judge Bumb works as a volunteer feeding the homeless population in Camden and
Atlantic City and helps with a volunteer group that aids families with children who have
Down Syndrome. She also works with an organization founded by her daughters
Katrina and Elizabeth that solicits donations of used dancewear for disadvantaged

children.
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She is also an active member of the Order of Secular Franciscans, Christ the King
Fraternity.

Judge Bumb has lived in Wenonah since 1999. She and her husband, Kevin Smith, a
Superior Court judge, have three children, Elizabeth, 19, Katrina, 17, and Liam 13.

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a commission.

Around the Web

Sponsored

Would You Vote For Trump A Third Time?
We need your answer. Go on the record:


https://eastads.simpli.fi/ctr?sifi=8234,2969652,26395953,219331170185681,1,0,0,0,0,14,4,v,24.71040,1.9008,0,0,0,16,B1D8C13A69BC46CD9052B955FF132566,0,0,0,1270,400,1,0,0,604,0,701,bidder-base-prd-us-east4-b-20366600:9016-1658179288290-1221742791,1,0,395291,2,0,28,12,13808,0,0.50,0,0,1223083008,0,0,0,1,-4,0,33,,0,376673,0,0,3,-1,55059,-1,-1,5127533&tid=5b527db1ed4d436db9ff347db0728c40&turl=https%3A%2F%2Fvisit.cmog.org%2Ffire-up-your-summer%3Futm_source%3DProgrammatic%26utm_medium%3DDisplay%2526Video%26utm_campaign%3D2022%2BSummer
https://popup.taboola.com/en
https://secure.winred.com/save-america-joint-fundraising-committee/trump-3x-gg?utm_medium=ad&utm_source=dp_taboola&utm_campaign=20220516_na_thirdprog_na_saveamerica_ocpmylea_cm_audience0159_creative02202_copy00465_us_b_18-99_taboola_des_na_lp0171_acq_leads_static_1200_627_na&utm_content=pros&recurring=true&money_pledge=false&utm_term=advance-njcom&tblci=GiCbXcC2P-Y0mp8i_GlH1cFtoi92VICRq9OWavGwgCqWYiCc7Vgo-r6X8-2AxpDgAQ#tblciGiCbXcC2P-Y0mp8i_GlH1cFtoi92VICRq9OWavGwgCqWYiCc7Vgo-r6X8-2AxpDgAQ
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=advance-njcom&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20Feed%20|%20Card%201:

